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Fall Webworm - The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

Hyphantria cunea

the underside of leaves and the caterpillars hatch out in
The Fall Webworm is a native pest found throughout about 7 days.
North America. Host species include more than 85
species of deciduous forest, shade, and fruit trees with
preferences varying from region to region. In Norfolk
County, Fall Webworm tend to favour Black Walnut,
White Birch and ornamental fruit bearing trees.

Description
In late summer or early fall, unsightly grey webs can be Fig. 2 Female moth laying £gd3g. 3 Newdyatched larvae.
observed on trees. Fall webworms will usually construct
their nest over the end of a branch and the caterpillars The newly-hatched larvae begin to web over single leaves
will remain in the webbing and encase new foliage as and as they grow in size, they consume more leaves and
their food source runs out. The nests contain the their nest increases in size as well. The larvae mature in
caterpillars, partially eaten leaves, and fecal droppings, about 6 weeks, at which time they drop to the ground and

pupate.

Fig. 1 Fall webworm nest.

Life Cycle

The caterpillars are covered in long white hairs, and can
have black heads with pale greenish to yellow bodies, or
they may have reddish-orange heads with tan bodies. .
Fall webworm overwinters as a pupa in a cocoon found GRS 019058
in the soil or ground litter. Adults emerge as white moths Fig. 5 Fall webworm sest.

from late May into July. Females will lay their eggs on




